Divine Providence

Note Taker

“God is preparing His heroes,” said A.B. Simpson, founder of the Christian
and Missionary Alliance, ““and when the opportunity comes, He can fit them into
their places in a moment, and the world will wonder where they came from.”

Dr. Simpson might have added that God also prepares His heroines, for
certainly Esther was divinely prepared for her role as the new
queen. God is never surprised by circumstances or at a loss for prepared servant
s. He had Joseph ready in Egypt (Ps. 105:17), Ezekiel and Daniel in Babylon,
and Nehemiah in Susa; and He had Esther ready for her ministry to the Jews in
the Persian Empire.

— Warren Wierche’c ““Re” Qerirc: NIAd & New Tectamente
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Did you know that God is not mentioned once in the entire book of Esther? Yet
we see His divine providence throughout! What should this say to us? Should we
not live in such a way that God is clearly seen in our lives without ever having to
mention His name? The fact that He reigns in our heart means that we are
carrying His name everywhere we go and so it was for His people in the
book/time of Esther. As you look at the book of Esther consider His providence
in your own life. I do not necessarily believe everything happens for a reason, or
in coincidence for that matter. But | do believe that God is ever working in the
lives of His people. I can testify of Romans 8:28 that all things do work together
for good for those who love God and are called according to His purpose.

I. THE KINGS DECREE - Esther 1:19-2:4 God’s Word Ed. 1 (GWT)

YIf it pleases you, Your Majesty, issue a royal decree. It should be recorded in
the decrees of the Persians and Medes, never to be repealed, that Vashti may
never again appear in front of King Xerxes. Furthermore, Your Majesty, you
should give her royal position to another woman who is more worthy than

she. ®When you issue your decree, your whole kingdom, great as it is, will
hear it. Then all the wives will honor their husbands, regardless of their
status.” ?The king and his officials approved of this, and so the king did as
Memucan suggested. ?’He sent official documents to all the king’s provinces,
to each province in its own script and to the people in each province in their
own language: “Let every husband be the ruler in his own house and speak
with authority.”® *Later, when King Xerxes got over his raging anger, he
remembered Vashti, what she had done, and what had been decided against
her. 2So the king’s personal staff said to him, “Search for attractive young
virgins for the king. *And appoint scouts in all the provinces of your kingdom
to gather all the attractive young virgins and bring them to the fortress of Susa,
to the women’s quarters. There, in the care of the king’s eunuch Hegai, the
guardian of the women, they will have their beauty treatment. “Then the
young woman who pleases you, Your Majesty, will become queen instead of
Vashti.” The king liked the suggestion, and so he did just that.

The first 18 verses explain the reason for the rashness of the kings decree.
King Xerxes had a vast kingdom stretching from India to Ethiopia, 127
provinces in all. For 180 days he showcased the greatness of his wealth and
kingdom to all of his top officials from every province. At the end of his
boasting he held a banquet that lasted for seven days. On the seventh day when
the king was drunk and probably his officials too, he called for queen Vashti to
come and present herself. Having held nothing back from his officials he
planned on parading his wife before all these men. Vashti rightfully refused.
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Some may point to Vashti and accuse her of rebellion, but perhaps she was
justified in her actions.

What are your thoughts concerning the kings decree? What was the motive of
the government officials?

Il. ESTHER FINDS FAVOR - Esther 2:5-14 (GWT)

*In the fortress of Susa there was a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin named
Mordecai. He was the son of Jair, the grandson of Shimei, and the great-
grandson of Kish. ®(Kish had been taken captive from Jerusalem together
with the others who had gone into exile along with Judah’s King Jehoiakin,
whom King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had carried away.) "Mordecai had
raised Hadassah, also known as Esther, his uncle’s daughter, because she was
an orphan. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was very attractive.
When her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her as his own daughter.
8When the king’s announcement and decree were heard, many young women
were gathered together and brought to the fortress of Susa. They were placed
in the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and placed in
the care of Hegai, the guardian of the women. °The young woman pleased
him and won his affection. So he immediately provided her with the beauty
treatment, a daily supply of food, and seven suitable female servants from the
king’s palace. Then he moved her and her servants to the best place in the
women’s quarters. *°Esther did not reveal her nationality or her family
background, because Mordecai had ordered her not to. “‘Every day Mordecai
would walk back and forth in front of the courtyard of the women’s quarters
to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her. **Each young
woman had her turn to go to King Xerxes after she had completed the
required 12-month treatment for women. The time of beauty treatment was
spent as follows: six months using oil of myrrh and six months using
perfumes and other treatments for women. **After that, the young woman
would go to the king. Anything she wanted to take with her from the women’s
quarters to the king’s palace was given to her. **She would go in the evening
and come back in the morning to the other quarters for women. There she
would be in the care of the king’s eunuch Shaashgaz, the guardian of the
concubines. She never went to the king again unless the king desired her and
requested her by name.

What kind of woman was Esther? What kind of man was Mordecai?

In what way might have Esther revealed her nationality? Explain your
thoughts on Mordecai’s instructions and Esther’s actions.
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Esther is a great example of how God continually looks on the heart and not the
outward appearance/actions. Compare her situation to that of Daniel and his
friends who refused the culture of their captives. Discuss God’s sovereignty.

1. PROVIDENTAL POSITION - Esther 2:15-23 (GWT)

'>(Esther was the daughter of Abihail, Mordecai’s uncle. Mordecai had adopted
her as his own daughter.) When Esther’s turn came to go to the king, she asked
only for what the king’s eunuch Hegai, the guardian of the women, advised.
Everyone who saw Esther liked her. '°So Esther was taken to King Xerxes in his
royal palace in the month of Tebeth, the tenth month, in the seventh year of his
reign. Y’Now, the king loved Esther more than all the other women and favored
her over all the other virgins. So he put the royal crown on her head and made her
queen instead of Vashti. **Then the king held a great banquet for Esther. He
invited all his officials and his advisers. He also declared that day a holiday in the
provinces, and he handed out gifts from his royal generosity. **When the virgins
were gathered a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. *°Esther
still had not revealed her family background or nationality, as Mordecai had
ordered her. Esther always did whatever Mordecai told her, as she did when she
was a child. ?!In those days, while Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate,
Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs who guarded the entrance, became
angry and planned to kill King Xerxes. #But Mordecai found out about it and
informed Queen Esther. Then Esther told the king, on behalf of Mordecai.
ZWhen the report was investigated and found to be true, the dead bodies of
Bigthan and Teresh were hung on a pole. The matter was written up in the king’s
presence in his official record of daily events.

One might observe that everything so far is coincidence...but they would be
mistaken (Psalm 75:6). Explain how God has positioned you for His work and
glory. Have you considered what God has prepared you for, perhaps it is far more
than you ever imagined. Is He not ever working in our lives, always presenting
opportunities for us to glorify him?



