Divine Deliverance

Note Taker

You can be confident of the Lord’s words “l will never leave you or forsake
you”’(Joshua 1:5). It is during the times that we seemingly cannot see God
working that He is often working the most. This however is also when our faith
grows the most. Anyone can stand fast when they see God’s divine hand at work
in their life, but it takes genuine faith to stand when it seems like you are
standing alone. Mordecai, continued to live humbly before his peers and before
His God, he refused to compromise for the sake of pleasing men and in the end
he was elevated to great status within the kingdom. Jesus said in Matthew 23:12
that whoever exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted. | have to examine my own life and decide what | am doing — humbling,
or exalting?
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There are times when it seems like God could not be farther from our lives, let
alone care about our situation. However, it is during these times that He is often
working the most. | am reminded of Jesus’ words in Matthew 19:30, about the
first being last and the last being first. Haman and Mordecai are the first and the
last respectively. It also appeared that God was nowhere to be found, but indeed
He was working all along. You can rest assure that if you believe in Him, though
you may not know it, He is working in your life as well.

I. ADIVINE TURNAROUND - Esther 6:1-14 God’s Word Ed. 1 (GWT)

That night the king could not sleep. So he told [a servant] to bring the official
daily records, and they were read to the king. “The records showed how
Mordecai had informed him that Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs
who guarded the entrance, had plotted a rebellion against King Xerxes. *The
king asked, “How did | reward and promote Mordecai for this?” The king’s
personal staff replied, “Nothing was done for him.” “The king asked, “Who is in
the courtyard?” At that moment, Haman came through the courtyard to the
king’s palace to ask the king about hanging Mordecai on the pole he had
prepared for him. °The king’s staff answered him, “Haman happens to be
standing in the courtyard.” “Let him come in,” the king said. °So Haman came
in. The king then asked him, “What should be done for the man whom the king
wishes to reward?” Haman thought to himself, “Whom would the king wish to
reward more than me?” ’So Haman told the king, “This is what should be
done: ®The servants should bring a royal robe that the king has worn and a
horse that the king has ridden, one that has a royal crest on its head. °Give the
robe and the horse to one of the king’s officials, who is a noble. Put the robe on
the man whom the king wishes to reward and have him ride on the horse in the
city square. The king’s servants are also to shout ahead of him, ‘This is what is
done for the man whom the king wishes to reward.”” °The king told Haman,
“Hurry, take the robe and the horse as you said. Do this for Mordecai the Jew
who sits at the king’s gate. Do not omit anything you have said.” *'So Haman
took the robe and the horse. He put the robe on Mordecai and had him ride in
the city square, shouting ahead of him, “This is what is done for the man whom
the king wishes to reward.” **After that, Mordecai returned to the king’s gate,
but Haman hurried home. He was in despair and covered his head. BThere,
Haman began to relate in detail to his wife Zeresh and to all his friends
everything that had happened to him. Then his counselors and his wife Zeresh
told him, “You are starting to lose power to Mordecai. If Mordecai is of Jewish
descent, you will never win out over him. He will certainly lead to your
downfall.” *While they were still speaking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived
and quickly took Haman to the dinner Esther had prepared.
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How would you describe Haman’s arrogance? What do you think Mordecai’s
thoughts were as he was led through the city?

Il. EVIL EXPOSED - Esther 7:1 - 8:2 (GWT)

'S0 the king and Haman came to have dinner with Queen Esther. “On the
second day, while they were drinking wine, the king asked Esther, “What is
your request, Queen Esther? It will be granted to you. And what would you
like? Even if it is up to half of the kingdom, it will be granted.” *Then Queen
Esther answered, “If | have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it
pleases you, Your Majesty, spare my life. That is my request. And spare the
life of my people. That is what | ask for. “You see, we—my people and |—
have been sold so that we can be wiped out, killed, and destroyed. If our men
and women had only been sold as slaves, |1 would have kept silent because the
enemy is not worth troubling you about, Your Majesty.” °Then King Xerxes
interrupted Queen Esther and said, “Who is this person? Where is the person
who has dared to do this?” ®Esther answered, “Our vicious enemy is this
wicked man Haman!” Then Haman became panic-stricken in the presence of
the king and queen. "The king was furious as he got up from dinner and went
into the palace garden. But Haman stayed to beg Queen Esther for his life,
because he saw that the king had a terrible end in mind for him. ®When the
king returned from the palace garden to the palace dining room, Haman was
falling on the couch where Esther was lying. The king thought, “Is he even
going to rape the queen while I’'m in the palace?” Then the king passed
sentence on him, and servants covered Haman’s face. *Harbona, one of the
eunuchs present with the king, said, “What a coincidence! The 75-foot pole
Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke up for the well-being of the king, is
still standing at Haman’s house.” The king responded, “Hang him on it!” *°So
servants hung Haman on the very pole he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
the king got over his raging anger. *On that same day King Xerxes gave the
property of Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther. Also, Mordecai
came to the king because Esther had told him how Mordecai was related to
her. “Then the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman,
and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther put Mordecai in charge of Haman’s
property.

Describe what the king’s surprise when he discovered that Esther was doomed
to die.

I1l. DELIVERED FROM EVIL - Esther 8:9-12; 9:1-5, 20-22, 26-28
(GWT)

°At that time on the twenty-third day of Sivan, the third month, the king’s
scribes were summoned. What Mordecai had ordered was written to the Jews
and to the satraps, governors, and officers of the 127 provinces from India to
Sudan.
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It was written to each province in its own script, to each people in their own
language, and to the Jews in their own script and their own language.’°Mordecai
wrote in King Xerxes’ name and sealed the official documents with the king’s signet
ring. Then he sent them by messengers who rode special horses bred for speed. He
wrote 'that the king had given permission for the Jews in every city to assemble, to
defend themselves, to wipe out, to Kill, and to destroy every armed force of the
people and province that is hostile to them, even women and children, and to seize
their goods. *?[This was permitted] on one day in all the provinces of King Xerxes,
on the thirteenth day of Adar, the twelfth month.

9:1-5'0On the thirteenth day of Adar, the twelfth month, the king’s command and
decree were to be carried out. On that very day, when the enemies of the Jews
expected to overpower them, the exact opposite happened: The Jews overpowered
those who hated them. ?The Jews assembled in their cities throughout all the
provinces of King Xerxes to kill those who were planning to harm them. No one
could stand up against them, because all the people were terrified of them. *All the
officials of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and the king’s treasurers assisted
the Jews because they were terrified of Mordecai. *“Mordecai was an important man
in the king’s palace. Moreover, his reputation was spreading to all the provinces,
since Mordecai was becoming more and more powerful. *Then with their swords, the
Jews attacked all their enemies, killing them, destroying them, and doing whatever
they pleased to those who hated them.

9:20-22 ®Now, Mordecai wrote these things down and sent official letters to all the
Jews in all the provinces of King Xerxes, near and far. *He established the
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar as days they must observe every
year. ?They were to observe them just like the days when the Jews freed themselves
from their enemies. In that month their grief turned to joy and their mourning into a
holiday. He declared that these days are to be days for feasting and celebrating and
for sending gifts of food to one another, especially gifts to the poor.

9:26-28 S0 the Jews called these days Purim, based on the word Pur. Therefore,
because of everything that was said in this letter—both what they had seen and what
had happened to them— 2’the Jews established a tradition for themselves and their
descendants and for anyone who would join them. The tradition was that a person
should never fail to observe these two days every year, as they were described and at
their appointed time. ?*So these days must be remembered and observed in every
age, family, province, and city. These days of Purim must not be ignored among the
Jews, and the importance of these days must never be forgotten by the generations to
come.

Read 2 Timothy 4:18 and briefly discuss.



