Pursue Christ

Note Taker

The key word in Philippians 3:1-11 is count (Phil. 3:7-8, 13). In the Greek, two
different words are used, but the basic idea is the same: to evaluate, to assess.
“The unexamined life is not worth living,” said Socrates. Yet, few people sit
down to weigh seriously the values that control their decisions and directions.
Many people today are the slaves of “things,” and as a result do not experience
real Christian joy. Like most “religious” people today, Paul had enough morality
to keep him out of trouble, but not enough righteousness to get him into heaven!
It was not bad things that kept Paul away from Jesus—it was good things! He
had to lose his “religion” to find salvation. [Warren Wiersbe’s “Be” series Old
_New Testaments]

Let me encourage you to evaluate your life and faith...where are your pursuits?
Don’t get so caught up in this life that you lose perspective of Christ and eternity.
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Pursue Christ; what does it mean and is it something we are doing? Of all the
things and people we can pursue in life nothing and no one has more impact,
more eternal benefit than that of pursuing Christ. To Pursue Christ is not to leave
the world, but to put the things of the world aside for the purpose of glorifying
God. When compared to eternity, the things of this world that we would count as
valuable will always lose out. I am not at all suggesting that worldly possessions
are contrary to pursuing Christ, yet | am stating that to put eternal value on such
things is. The world we live in today is as at no other time competing for our
time, energy and potential. If we are not careful we will find ourselves devoting
all of our time, energy and potential in pursuit of the things this world has to
offer. However, at the same time we may be trying to live a Christian life. It
simply cannot be done. As a result of worldly pursuits, we find ourselves largely
unsatisfied because of the lack of spiritual intimacy and power in our lives. |
believe that the average Christian today lacks power and spiritual intimacy with
God because they are not pursing Christ.

I. PLACE NO CONFIDENCE IN WORKS - Philippians 3:1-9 God’s Word
Ed. 1 (GWT)

INow then, brothers and sisters, be joyful in the Lord. It’s no trouble for me to
write the same things to you, and it’s for your safety. “Beware of dogs! Beware
of those who do evil things. Beware of those who insist on circumcision. *We
are the true circumcised people of God because we serve God’s Spirit and take
pride in Christ Jesus. We don’t place any confidence in physical
things, “although | could have confidence in my physical qualifications. If
anyone else thinks that he can trust in something physical, | can claim even
more. °l was circumcised on the eighth day. I’m a descendant of Israel. I’'m
from the tribe of Benjamin. I’m a pure-blooded Hebrew. When it comes to
living up to standards, | was a Pharisee. ®When it comes to being enthusiastic, |
was a persecutor of the church. When it comes to winning God’s approval by
keeping Jewish laws, | was perfect. ‘These things that | once considered
valuable, | now consider worthless for Christ. ®It’s far more than that! |
consider everything else worthless because I’m much better off knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. It’s because of him that | think of everything as worthless. |
threw it all away in order to gain Christ °and to have a relationship with him.
This means that | didn’t receive God’s approval by obeying his laws. The
opposite is true! | have God’s approval through faith in Christ. This approval

comes from God and is based on faith...
Why did Paul so passionately warn about those who would require works?



Pursue Christ

Our adversary is very good at deceiving us into believing that our works make
us righteous. Even today, there are those who will minimize God’s grace by
overemphasizing the outward appearance, the behavior and the traditions. God
may be concerned about all of the above but none of them will make us
righteous, none of them will get us into heaven. Still we place immense value
on not only those things, but our lives. For many years Paul lived in the same
deception, then he met Jesus and His infinite righteousness revealed Paul’s
immense unrighteousness. After his Jesus encounter Paul’s perspective
change...Acts 20:24(GWT) #But | don’t place any value on my own life. |
want to finish the race I’m running. | want to carry out the mission | received
from the Lord Jesus—the mission of testifying to the Good News of God’s
kindness.

I1. DESIRE TO KNOW CHRIST - Philippians 3:10-15 (GWT)

that knows Christ. Faith knows the power that his coming back to life gives
and what it means to share his suffering. In this way 1’m becoming like him in
his death, *'with the confidence that I’ll come back to life from the dead. **It’s
not that I’ve already reached the goal or have already completed the course.
But | run to win that which Jesus Christ has already won for me. *Brothers
and sisters, | can’t consider myself a winner yet. This is what | do: | don’t
look back, I lengthen my stride, and *I run straight toward the goal to win the
prize that God’s heavenly call offers in Christ Jesus. **Whoever has a mature
faith should think this way. And if you think differently, God will show you

how to think.

We cannot know Christ and not share in His sufferings and if perchance we
live without suffering then it is true that we live without Christ. Of course this
is not a popular message, but it is the message of truth. You have heard me
say, living the Christian life is not easy, it’s a life filled with pain,
disappointment and suffering. However, we can rejoice that it is not all pain,
suffering and disappointment, but is also a life of peace, joy and victory. If we
endure to the end of the race, none of the things that caused us to grumble and
stumble will matter — ever again.

Why was Paul so adamant that he had not yet reached the goal and what do
you think the goal is? Hebrews 9:28 1 Thessalonians 5:9
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I1l. LEARN FROM MATURE BELIEVERS - Philippians 3:16-21 (GWT)

However, we should be guided by what we have learned so far. Y’Brothers and
sisters, imitate me, and pay attention to those who live by the example we have given
you. *®I have often told you, and now tell you with tears in my eyes, that many live
as the enemies of the cross of Christ. *In the end they will be destroyed. Their own
emotions are their god, and they take pride in the shameful things they do. Their
minds are set on worldly things. “We, however, are citizens of heaven. We look
forward to the Lord Jesus Christ coming from heaven as our Savior. **Through his
power to bring everything under his authority, he will change our humble bodies and
make them like his glorified body.

What does it mean to be citizens of heaven?

Apart from the word of God, we cannot measure spiritual maturity. It’s not measured
by how much work we do in the church or on the street, it’s not measured by how
many talents we have, or how well we behave. It is only measured by how much we
imitate Christ. Therefore, for every one of us, it comes down to this question. How
much of Christ can others see in me?

The flesh is constantly warring against the Spirit trying to destroy any image of God
that we may on occasion reflect. Finally, our maturity in Christ is not measured by
how much word we know, but by how much word we live.

It is not great talents nor great learning nor great preachers that God needs, but men
great in holiness, great in faith, great in love, great in fidelity, great for God—men
always preaching by holy sermons in the pulpit, by holy lives out of it. These can
mold a generation for God. - POWER THROUGH PRAYER by EDWARD M.
BOUNDS



