Knowing Christ

Note Taker

Do the heavenly bodies have any influence over our lives? The millions of people
who consult their horoscopes each day would say, “Yes!”” In the United States,
there are about 1,750 daily newspapers, and 1,220 of them carry astrological
data!

Is there any relationship between diet and spiritual living?

Does God speak to us immediately, in our minds, or only through His Word,

the Bible?

Do the Eastern religions have something to offer the evangelical Christian?
These questions sound very contemporary. Yet they are the very issues Paul dealt
with in his magnificent Epistle to the Colossians. We need this important letter
today just as they needed it back in A.D. 60 when Paul wrote it.

[Warren Wiersbe’s “Be Series ’Old and New Testaments] Knowing Christ is the
answer to all of life’s questions...let us pursue Him as never before!
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For the next few weeks, we will be in the book of Colossians considering the
topic “Wholeness in Christ”. | would like you to consider today’s title “Knowing
Christ”. Many will say that they know Christ, but what does this mean? Perhaps
what they confuse is the possibility that they know of Christ, but really do not
know Him. We may do things —good things in His name, but this does not equate
to knowing Him. We may even go to church sing in the choir, lead worship,
corporate prayer and even preach on the street, but this does not mean we know
Him. Look at what Jesus himself says on this topic in Matthew 7:22, 23. The
truth is, knowing Christ goes beyond traditions of worship or even godly living.
Knowing Christ means that He knows us — might | add intimately. Now, the only
way for Him to know us in this way (intimately), is for us to open ourselves up
to Him and live according to His word. Paul knew the power of this intimate
relationship when he said,”it is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me”
(Galatians 2:2). Therefore, whether we truly know Christ is reveled in the answer
to this question: who lives, Christ or me?

I. Thanksgiving for Authentic Believers — Colossians 1:1-8 God’s Word
Ed. 1 (GWT)

! From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, and from our brother
Timothy. # To God’s holy and faithful people, our brothers and sisters who are
united with Christ in the city of Colossae. Good will and peace from God our
Father are yours! SWe always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in
our prayers for you. “We thank God because we have heard about your faith in
Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people. ®You have these because of
the hope which is kept safe for you in heaven. Some time ago you heard about
this hope in the Good News which is the message of truth. °This Good News is
present with you now. It is producing results and spreading all over the world as
it did among you from the first day you heard it. At that time you came to know
what God’s kindness truly means. "You learned about this Good News from
Epaphras, our dear fellow servant. He is taking your place here as a trustworthy
deacon for Christ ®and has told us about the love that the Spirit has given you.

Paul opens his letter by addressing the church as God’s Holy, faithful...brothers
and sisters...united with Christ. Then he goes on to mention how they are
always in his and Timothy’s thoughts and more importantly prayers. Finally he
reminds them of the gospel (Good News) that changed their lives and provided
them hope above all other teachings, traditions or earthly relationships.



Knowing Christ

Paul’s own relationship with Christ is very evident as he does not attack
church for accepting false doctrines intent on destroying their very hope
(the reason Paul wrote this letter). Instead he reemphasizes the truth. The
only way we can deal with false doctrines is by knowing the truth. Jesus
said | am the ...truth (John 14:6). Knowing Christ is our only hope of
combating false doctrines in our lives as well as others. Throughout the
letter to the church at Colossae Paul focuses on the centrality/supremacy
of Christ.

I1. Prayer for Mature Understanding— Colossians 1:9-14 (GWT)

°For this reason we have not stopped praying for you since the day we heard
about you. We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through
every kind of spiritual wisdom and insight. °We ask this so that you will live
the kind of lives that prove you belong to the Lord. Then you will want to
please him in every way as you grow in producing every kind of good work
by this knowledge about God. *'We ask him to strengthen you by his glorious
might with all the power you need to patiently endure everything with joy.
12y ou will also thank the Father, who has made you able to share the light,
which is what God’s people inherit. **God has rescued us from the power of
darkness and has brought us into the kingdom of his Son, whom he loves.
YHis Son paid the price to free us, which means that our sins are forgiven.

What an encouraging prayer! | cannot tell you how many times | have heard a
Christian say to me...”I just don’t know what God’s will is”. I can tell you for
certain, that those who truly know Christ know His will. One of the wonderful
things about our living relationship with Christ is that he does not keep us in
the dark. He, after all is the Light of the world (John 8:12). So, as
beneficiaries of the Light, as people who have been transformed from
darkness to light, from death to life; it is God’s will that we share this
knowledge with the world around us.

Paul sums up this passage by reminding them/us that Jesus paid for our
freedom — our sins are forgiven. His message, there is nothing more we need
to do there is no *higher knowledge” (gnosis) whereby we gain or earn our
salvation. Christ has completed the work, period.
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I11. Encouragement to Know Christ — Colossians 2:1-5 (GWT)

!| want you to know how hard | work for you, for the people of Laodicea, and for
people | have never met. Because they are united in love, | work so that they may be
encouraged by all the riches that come from a complete understanding of Christ. He
is the mystery of God. God has hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge in
Christ. %I say this so that no one will mislead you with arguments that merely sound
good. *Although I’m absent from you physically, I’m with you in spirit. I’m happy to
see how orderly you are and how firm vyour faith in Christ is.

Paul continually engaged in spiritual warfare through prayer for those who had
received Christ as their savior. He knew that living for Christ and coming into a
personal relationship with Him was most difficult. He knew that the enemy would
oppose all truth and sow seeds of deception in the lives of new converts. Therefore he
labored in prayer over them.

The only knowledge that matters in life is the knowledge of Jesus Christ — personal
savior and Lord. There is no other secret as the Gnostics were proposing, Christ is the
secret (mystery).

We live in a day that is no different than the days of the Colossians; there are all
kinds of arguments against the gospel that may sound good, and may sound harmless.
However, they are born in the pits of hell and have been designed to reduce the work
of salvation. Furthermore, they are intent on causing us to get our eyes off Jesus. The
only way we can know Him, is to first believe on the One who sent Him (the Father)
and then keep our eyes on Him (Jesus). He is the author and finisher of our faith, He
is the one that will one day (soon I believe) reward us with our salvation.

Do you know Him?



