
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Holy 

Holiness is not something we hear much about anymore. Perhaps it is because 
there seemed to be such a misconception about it for the greater portion of the 
20th Century. Some will remember the preachers that connected holiness to ones 
wardrobe, places, makeup (for women) and even the amount of jewelry one 
chooses to wear. Really? It’s hard to believe that so many bought into this 
deceptive theology. We will never be able to make ourselves holy, by what we 
wear, or the places we go. So is holiness really that important, does God really 
require that we be holy? You bet He does! In fact the word says if we are not 
holy we will not see God (Hebrews 12:14). Therefore, holiness is vital to our 
eternity, so we better figure out what it is and what it means. This is where so m 
any have failed. To put it simply, holiness is what pleases God. It is not so much 
about what we do, but how we do what we do and who we do it for. Holiness is 
about what is in our heart not what we wear, or the places we go. Genuine 
holiness cannot be counterfeited; it comes first from a recognition of one’s 
unholy state and then a reliance on God to make up the difference. Genuine 
holiness changes us from the inside out, not the outside in. Let’s examine our 
lives and see how we measure up to today’s word – Live Holy. 
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I.  Stop Sinning– Colossians 3:5-11  God’s Word Ed. 1 (GWT) 
5Therefore, put to death whatever is worldly in you: your sexual sin, perversion, 
passion, lust, and greed (which is the same thing as worshiping wealth). 6It is 
because of these sins that God’s anger comes on those who refuse to obey him. 
7You used to live that kind of sinful life. 8Also get rid of your anger, hot 
tempers, hatred, cursing, obscene language, and all similar sins. 9Don’t lie to 
each other. You’ve gotten rid of the person you used to be and the life you used 
to live, 10and you’ve become a new person. This new person is continually 
renewed in knowledge to be like its Creator. 11Where this happens, there is no 
Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, uncivilized person, 
slave, or free person. Instead, Christ is everything and in everything. 
 
The scripture is very clear on the matter of Christianity – Christians are 
changed, not by following rules, joining churches or participating in programs. 
On the contrary, we are changed because we have allowed Christ to live in us. 
One cannot be in Christ and go on living an unchanged life. Christ brings the 
new man to life! The new man is one who lives holy. 
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It does little good if Christians declare and defend the truth, but fail to 
demonstrate it in their lives. We must keep in mind that the pagan religions of 
Paul’s day said little or nothing about personal morality. A worshiper could bow 
before an idol, put his offering on the altar, and go back to live the same old life 
of sin. What a person believed had no direct relationship with how he behaved, 
and no one would condemn a person for his behavior. But the Christian faith 
brought a whole new concept into pagan society: what we believe has a very 
definite connection with how we behave! After all, faith in Christ means being 
united to Christ; and if we share His life, we must follow His example. He cannot 
live in us by His Spirit and permit us to live in sin. [Warren Wiersbe’s “Be” Series] 
We don’t need to go off the deep end, but rightfully discern what sin is. 
Remember, Jesus himself was attacked for his behavior! The fact is the gospel 
changes our lives – continually.                           
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II. Start Loving– Colossians 3:12-17 (GWT) 
12As holy people whom God has chosen and loved, be sympathetic, kind, 
humble, gentle, and patient. 13Put up with each other, and forgive each other if 
anyone has a complaint. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14Above all, be 
loving. This ties everything together perfectly. 15Also, let Christ’s peace 
control you. God has called you into this peace by bringing you into one body. 
Be thankful. 16Let Christ’s word with all its wisdom and richness live in you. 
Use psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to teach and instruct yourselves about 
God’s kindness.£ Sing to God in your hearts. 17Everything you say or do 
should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

John 13:35 says that the world will know us by our love for one another.  I 
don’t know about you but for me loving isn’t always easy. So how do I get 
from here to there? I must choose to abide in His presence and let His word 
reign in my life. When I do this, loving others becomes a natural event that is 
not so difficult. 

 

Reflect on the Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22 for a moment…Love, 
Joy, Peace, Patience, Gentleness, Kindness, Goodness and Faith. Love is the 
key that empowers the rest and contrary to some teaching we can’t pick and 
choose we either have the Fruit of the Spirit or we don’t.  

 

So Paul is saying that Love ties everything together – perfectly! This is the 
reflection of genuine holiness. 

 

Discuss V. 17… 
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III. Treat Others Right – Colossians 3:18-25 (GWT) 
18Wives, place yourselves under your husbands’ authority. This is appropriate 
behavior for the Lord’s people. 19Husbands, love your wives, and don’t be harsh with 
them. 20Children, always obey your parents. This is pleasing to the Lord. 21Fathers, 
don’t make your children resentful, or they will become discouraged. 22Slaves, 
always obey your earthly masters. Don’t obey them only while you’re being watched, 
as if you merely wanted to please people. Be sincere in your motives out of respect 
for your real master. 23Whatever you do, do it wholeheartedly as though you were 
working for your real master and not merely for humans. 24You know that your real 
master will give you an inheritance as your reward. It is Christ, your real master, 
whom you are serving. 25The person who does wrong will be paid back for the wrong 
he has done. God does not play favorites. 

This is not a very popular teaching today, yet it is the word of God. Wives and 
husbands are charged to live holy by being obedient to God’s word. One cannot find 
better counsel than given here… hopefully our desire is to please the Lord in 
everything we do. 

How are the instructions for slaves relevant to our day and does this means that God 
endorses slavery? 
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