
Christ in You 
By Rev. Lonny R. Bower 

 
Scripture References – John13:12-17, 14:19-24, 17:20-23; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 
4:20-24, 5:1-2; Philippians 2:1-5; Colossians 2:20 – 3:10; 1 Peter 2:19-24  
Unit Theme: Christian Ethics  
Central Truth: Because Christians are changed by Christ, they can live pleasing to God. 
Key Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17 - if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 
 
Introduction: 
Consider for a moment what it means to have Christ in you. How does one know that Christ is in them and 

when would one know it, or how does one demonstrate His internal work to others? When asked what it means 

to have Christ living in them Christians often respond with some of the following. Inner peace, joy, release, 

understanding, hope and power are some of the things one may hear, but what does this mean to the unsaved? Is 

there any way that the world could observe our lives and deduce for themselves that Christ must be in us? 

Perhaps an observation of our weekly (or more frequent) trips to church would reveal Christ in us. I’m not 

convinced, as I’m pretty sure I’ve met some of the devils (if not the devil himself) workers in church. What 

about our lifestyle then, wouldn’t that be enough for the world to know that Christ is in us? No, I’m still not 

convinced that our lifestyle alone would do it, as I have met non Christians that from the outward appearance 

seemed to be more loving than many Christians I know. While the world looks on the outward appearance and 

makes a judgment (oftentimes in error) the Lord looks on our heart (1 Samuel 16:7) and sees the divine 

potential in us. He then begins to remove the outer shell and we begin a process of becoming more like Him – 

one may refer to it as sanctification. His love will not leave us the same but actually consumes our old nature 

and gives us a new nature that is able to emanate His love to a lost and dying world around us. So then, Christ in 

you means that your nature has changed, the old is gone and the new has come. This never happens in a 

vacuum, but is evident to all, as we become strangers to those who have not been changed by the love of God (1 

Peter 4:4). 

I. Live in Christ’s Presence – John 14:19-24, 17:20-23 
There are a few things I would like to point out here; first, Jesus was preparing to physically depart from them. 

Remember when you parted ways with a loved one, were you not consumed with an overwhelming desire to 

just make time stand still so that you or your loved one would not leave? Certainly the disciples must have felt 

this way about Jesus’ departure. Next, Jesus says to them though the world will not see me, you will see me – 

huh? He is simply reemphasizing what he had already stated in John 10:10b “I have come that you may have 

life….” Since He lives we too shall live, indeed our very being is sustained through the living Christ – it is not a 

question of “can man live without Christ” it’s a matter of, man cannot live without Christ. So then, we see Him 

living in each other. Next He says if we love Him we’ll keep His commandments – to love God…and to love 

our neighbor as ourselves. If we do this then He says that we will be loved of the Father and He will manifest 

himself in us – wow! So how does He manifest himself, is it not through love and life transformation? I 

challenge you to find one skeptic, atheist, or agnostic that has been transformed by their belief. Find one who 
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loves unconditionally, one who was delivered from alcoholism, drug addiction, homosexuality, depression, or 

anxiety simply because they believed in their unbelief. For every one that you may find, I will present you 

thousands that have been transformed by Christ living in them and are now walking in love that confounds 

human nature.  

 Note Taker: “May you and I be more and more drawn in, taken over and consumed by this love of God” – Richard Foster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
II. Put On the New Self – 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 4:20-24; Colossians 2:20 – 3:10 
The title of this point is actually a little misleading; it is not as if we can put on the “new man” simply by 

deciding to do so, but that the “new man” is put on us through the work of the Holy Spirit after we choose to put 

off the old man. This process begins when one sees their need for Christ and asks Him to come and dwell in 

their life. This begins the work of sanctification that I alluded to in the introduction. While it is a work, it is not 

our work, if it were we would then somehow have some type of ownership in our salvation, as if we had earned 

it. This of course is impossible! For it is by grace we have been saved, not of works lest any man should boast 

(Ephesians 2:8). As we invite Christ into our lives, His Spirit begins to do a work that man cannot do and we 

cannot understand – our nature changes. Now, we (the church) have placed a lot of emphasis on this work being 

manifest in our behavior and have actually attempted to duplicate it, simply by living a certain way or by 

abiding by rules. The “new man” has little to do with behavior and a lot to do with the heart, however, in all 

fairness, when ones heart is changed so is ones behavior. Conversely, behavior can change without a change of 

heart. So what you may ask is the proof of the new creation? Is it not our love for God and love for one another? 

Anyone can act a certain way for a certain time and perhaps fool a certain amount of people. However, only 

those who have been renewed by the love of Christ will love as Christ loved and this is something that cannot 

be counterfeited. Finally the “new man” seeks those things which are above setting his mind on them rather 

than earthly things. 

 Note Taker: Christianity is either relevant all the time or useless anytime. It is not just a phrase of life; it is life itself.” – 
Richard Halverson 
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III. Become Christlike – Philippians 2:1-5; John13:12-17; 1 Peter 2:19-24; Ephesians 5:1-12 
Regardless of what our culture says or even what the church has taught us, to be a Christian is to be Christlike. 

The one who claims to be a Christian yet lacks any defining evidence (Christ likeness) is a liar and has deceived 

himself. It’s easy to say “I am a Christian”, but it is an entire different thing to be accused of being a Christian 

by someone else. The scripture makes it very clear that love, unity and humility expose one’s Christianity. It is 

no coincidence that the opposite of these prevents service. Jesus was a servant and for this purpose came into 

the world (Mark 10:45). We cannot presuppose to share in His glory having never experienced His rejection, 

humility and persecution. Don’t be surprised by your various trials (James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:6) and persecutions – 

Jesus said if they persecuted me, they will persecute you (John 15:20). Many don’t know or understand 

persecution, but yet still call themselves Christian (Christlike).   

 Note Taker: It is not great talents God blesses so much as great likeness to the Lord Jesus… - Robert McCheyne  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 
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The old passing away does not solely refer to ones behavior as we so often are led to believe. What the scripture 

is referring to is the old way of following after (being led by) the flesh. Sure ones behavior changes, but that’s 

not the point of our transformation nor is it the focus. The true test of whether we’re transformed or not, is in 

who is leading. Are we still allowing the flesh to lead or have we surrendered to the Holy Spirit? The “new 

man” is completely led by the Spirit and oh by the way, when the Spirit is truly leading, ones whole life is 

affected! Those who are led by and walk in the Spirit no longer live under the condemnation of men (Romans 

8:1) who say things like “you should do, or should not do”, “you should act like this and not act like that”, you 

should look like this and not look like that”, “you should talk like this and not like that” (Colossians 2:21-23; 

Galatians 5:16-18). One thing is for certain, as long as we live in the flesh there is still room for transformation, 

but all believers can take hope in this, that one day when He appears, we shall be like Him for we shall see Him 

as He is (1 John 3:2). 

  Note Taker: In your own words describe what Christ-likeness once meant to you – has your perspective changed?  
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Except where I have paraphrased all scripture is taken from the NKJV unless otherwise noted. 

This study and others can be found at www.fullmessage.org  


